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“By using various �lters, layers and textures, I try to 
re�ect the vibrant beauty that is all around us,” says 
Havelock, who turned what was initially a hobby in his 
younger days into a more or less full-time occupation. 

“I now have two full-time jobs. This is full time and my 
consulting career is full time. My 24-hour day is now 
48 hours.”

For Havelock, his work is about bringing vibrancy into 
people’s homes.

“The most important thing for me in my photos is 
colour; I want the photos 
to pop and be vibrant. I 
want people to look at 
it and feel good,” says 
Havelock, who limits 
each piece to just five 
prints. 

“I shot the Edmonton 
skyline during the fall, 
so I was able to capture 
the very vibrant fall 
colours of the river val-
ley in the foreground 
with the skyline in the 
background.”

And while it was that vibrancy that caught McDowell’s 
attention, Havelock’s work is not the only local touch to 
her design plan. 

Within eyeshot of the canola �eld is a prized black- 
and-white drawing of the Coliseum (now called Rexall 
Place) by Toti, known for her artistic scenes of various 
Edmonton signature locations and events.

“I have a couple of pieces of her (Toti’s) work,” Mc-
Dowell says. “I’m a huge Oilers fan. I’ve been a season-
ticket holder when they were in the heydays winning 
the (Stanley) Cups and that picture brings a smile to my 
face and all the memories of when they were playing 
back then.

“I learned over the last little while that I don’t want to 
decorate for someone else; I’m decorating for myself 
and what makes me happy.”

Hobby becomes a full-time job 
for former Tory minister
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Flowers painted on a wall of Vickie McDowell’s home 
re�ect her desire to bring her love of the outdoors inside.
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Jon Havelock with his Edmonton skyline artwork 

 The most 
important thing for me 
in my photos is colour; 
I want the photos to 
pop and be vibrant. I 
want people to look at 
it and feel good. 
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